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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CoO., Inc. 


162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 


LAPIDAR 


An lent, non-poi remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
Lapidar is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, 
all gathered from the mountains of Switzerland. Lapidar is compounded by Rev. Father 
Kuenszle of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss, Alpine herbs, whose books 
are in official use in many schools in Switzerland. Lapidar acts favorably in cases of gout, 
skin diseases, abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very bene- 
ficial effect especially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the 
recommendation of the Holy Father as an herbalist. Price of regular Lapidar $2.50 per 
box. Persons afflicted with high blood pressure, gout, or stomach troubles or weak heart 
and nerves or liver troubles, inquire for Special Lapidar mentioning nature of ailment. 
Price $2.85 per box. 

Agents wanted Address: Lapidar Co., Chino California 











John P. Beuth 
105 N. Williams St., Moberly, Mo. 
Plumbing, Steam, Hot Water and Warm Air Heating 
Institutional work a specialty 





Watch the date on your magazine! It indicates the month and 
the year to which your subscription is paid. If it reads “Nov. 31” 
your subscription expired with the Nov. 1931 issue; if “Dec. 31,” it 
expires with this issue. If your remittance reaches us 10 days or so 
before the magazine goes forward we will probably be unable to change 
the date on that issue; but the advanced date to which your subscrip- 
tion is paid will appear on the following number. 

We must warn our kind readers not to send money in coins or 
bills placed loose in letters, as it is decidedly unsafe. Whenever pos- 
sible, send remittance by Money Order, Check or Draft made payable 
to Mother M. Dolorosa. 
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S{ttractive Premiums Suitable for Gifts 
Given for New Subscriptions to ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory” 





For Five NEW Subscriptions, 
Paid in Advance: — 

An excellent, imported, Real Ebony Crucifix, 
oxidized corpus, beveled edges; light in 
weight. Can easily be held by a sick person, 
or may be hung on the wall. Size 7% in. OR: 

The Golden Book — a complete prayer-book 
of the Blessed Virgin, with the treatise of Bl. de 
Montfort on ‘‘True Devotion to Mary.” Bound 
in American Morocco leather, red burnished 
edges. Size 3% x 5% in. 


For Four NEW Subscriptions 

Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children — a child’s complete 
prayer book of 160 pages. Bound either in black pin American Seal, 
Morocco grain leather, red under gold edge, stamped in genuine gold 
on front, OR in white seal grain imitation leather, red under gold 
edge, stamped in gold on front. OR: — 

Catholic’s Pocket Manual—a complete manual of prayers and 
devotions. Also contains the Epistles and Gospels for Sundays and 
Feast Days. Genuine leather, gilt edge. 


For Three NEW Subscriptions 
A beautiful colored Folding Christmas Crib — made of cardboard 
and can be set up anywhere without support. OR: — 
A black cocoa Rosary on a durable silver-plated chain. 


For Two NEW Subscriptions 

An imported French gray metal Shield of the Sacred Heart, 3% x 
3% inches. The attractive figure of the Sacred Heart in relief, sur- 
rounded by the words: “I will bless every place where a picture of My 
Heart shall be exposed and honored,” makes it a pleasing gift. OR:— 

Placard of the Blessed Virgin with Infant. A beautiful celluloid- 
covered picture 4% x 6% in. with easel. Will bring an atmosphere of 
devotion into any of your rooms. 


For One NEW Subscription 
Manual of Prayers — contains Mass prayers, Confession and Com- 
munion devotions, the Epistles and Gospels for Sundays and Feast 
Days, and other prayers. Cloth binding, red edges, 144 pages. OR: — 
Little Devotions to the Infant Jesus: A booklet containing litany 
and other prayers. Ideal for the Christmas season. 





St. Jude Statues 6 inch for 3 new subscriptions 
Ivory finish 8 inch for 7 new subscriptions 
12 inch for 15 new subscriptions 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





The Incarnation of the Word of God 


On the Feast of the Annunciation, March 25th, we commemorate 
the mystery of the Incarnation of the Eternal Word of God. This mystery 
is the object of our sighs and prayers during the holy season of Advent. 
Even though the preparation for the Feast of Christmas is in some 
measure a penitential season, nevertheless, the characteristic feature of 
Advent is joy, holy joy, expectant joy. The joyful longing of Holy 
Church increases from week to week; yes, from day to day. On the 
first Sunday of Advent, she looks for the Lord from afar, as it were, 
and exclaims: The Lord, He is our King that is to come. Oh, come, 
let us worship Him! On the second Sunday, she ascends, as it were, 
an eminence, beholds Him, and in joyful exultation sees the Expected 
of Nations approaching. On the third Sunday of Advent, the Church 
exults in holy joy: The Lord is now at hand: Oh, come let us worship 
Him! With holy impatience, the Church finally counts the days and 
the hours. On December 2lst, she sings: Fear not: Yet four days and 
the Lord shall come unto you! On Christmas Eve, full of jubilant 
expectation, she cries again and again: This day ye shall know that the 
Lord cometh: and in the morning ye shall see His glory. 
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“Rejoice, for He Shall Come!” 


 URING the holy season of Advent we experience a great 
longing for the coming of the Divine Word. With what 
yearning we look forward to His coming! The liturgy 
of Advent places on our lips heartfelt sighs by which 
we beseech Him to come and to delay not. For instance, 
the Gradual of the second Sunday of Advent reads: “Out of Sion, 
the loveliness of His beauty, God shall come manifestly.” 

All the Antiphons of Vespers are one exclamation of that Veni 
of the prophets re-echoed by our own hearts: “Behold, the Lord shall 
come.” And again, “Behold, the Lord shall appear.” In another 
Antiphon: “Behold, the Lord shall come with strength.” Over and 
over we hear the consoling voice of Holy Church: “Behold, the Lord 
shall come to save us!” Each day as we approach nearer to the 
Feast of the Nativity of the Incarnate Word, the sighing of Holy 
Church becomes more vehement. For the third Sunday of Advent, 
she places these words upon our lips: “Stir up, O Lord, Thy might, 
and come and save us.” At Vespers: “He will come...” And already 
exulting at the nearness of the Word Incarnate, she tells us: “Rejoice, 
for He shall come, He who is our Savior!” 

During the nine days preceding the Nativity of our Lord, we 
cry to Him: “Veni, veni,—come, come!” Each day, under a dif- 
ferent title, we implore Him: “Oh, come and tarry not!” St. Paul, 
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no doubt after reading the sighs of the prophets, felt impelled to 
exclaim: “Rejoice, the goodness and kindness of God our Savior 
hath appeared.” This is the fulfillment of all the sighings of the 
prophets, of all the longing of our own hearts: The goodness and 
kindness of God our Savior hath appeared,—in the Nativity of 
Jesus Christ. 

The Magic Charm of the Holy Night 

Well may the invitation to rejoice resound on this blessed feast. 
Christmas is a feast of joy. No other mystery speaks so clearly and 
joyously to our hearts as the sacred Christmas night when the great 
invisible God reveals Himself to us under the charms of His sweet 
infancy. Among the saints and venerable servants of God who have 
entered deeply into the joyous mystery of the blessed solemnity of 
our Savior’s birth was Ven. Martin von Cochem. 

“Of all the feasts of the entire year,” he writes, “none is so sweet, 
so lovely, so devotional and consoling as the most sacred, wonderful 
and gracious feast of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. O devout 
soul, if you have ever rejoiced during the year, rejoice now still 
more and thank God from the depths of your heart that He has per- 
mitted you to live to celebrate this Holy Night. Put aside all your 
occupations, try to let peaceful tranquillity pervade your heart in 
order that you may properly contemplate the unfathomable sweetness 
of this glorious night. The holy night of Easter is, indeed, glorious; 
yet the sacred night of Christmas is so sweet and lovely that no 
night of the whole ecclesiastical year can surpass it.” 

Enchanted by the splendor of this feast of love, Venerable Martin 
von Cochem breaks forth in joyous exclamations: “In the name of 
all angels and men, I greet thee, O blessed night! In the name of 
all creatures I welcome thee. My heart exults for joy and my soul 
melts with sweetness. Thou art so lovely, so charming, so beautiful 
and so consoling that all rejoice in thee... In thee the gracious, 
consoling mystery was wrought, and the sweet, amiable, Divine and 
lovable Infant was born into this world.” 

Then directing his attention to the mystery itself, the servant. of 
God delights in the various Christmas joys by giving expression to 
the joyous sentiments of his heart. On beholding, in spirit, the advent 
of the Christ Child into the world, he utters this greeting: “Sweetest, 
loveliest, most adorable Child, with profound humility and reverence 
I fall down before Thee. From the depths of my heart, I praise, I 
adore Thee. I welcome Thee, my highest Good, my most gracious 
Lord, my dearest Brother. With my whole heart I rejoice to see 
Thee, and I praise and bless Thee a thousand times for Thy loving 
birth!” 
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Venerable Martin von Cochem can scarcely find expressions suf- 
ficiently tender to pour out his love for the Divine Child in the crib. 
In this touching manner he greets the adorable Infant: — 

“I greet Thee, O Thou sweet little Jesus who hast come from the 
bosom of the Father down to this vale of misery where there is 
only weeping and lamentation. 

“I greet Thee, dear Infant, Thou meek little Lamb of God who 
hast come to take away the sins of the world and to be slain for 
our salvation. 

“I greet Thee, O affable Child who hast come to lament the loss 
of souls. 

“I greet Thee, O amiable Christ Child, Thou charming flower 
who hast come to announce to us the lovely springtime of the long 
desired Redemption of the human race. 

“I greet Thee, Thou beautiful and fragrant flower of the field 
which blossomed forth with such wonderful fragrance and grace 
during the Holy Night in the stable of Bethlehem. 

“I greet Thee, Thou gracious Infant, Thou splendor of Divine 
light which has arisen in the night to illumine the sin-darkened 
souls of men. 

“I greet Thee, O lovely little Son, Thou delicious Bread of angels 
which was prepared in the chaste womb of the Virgin and given to 
man as food. 

“I greet Thee, O devout Infant, Thou refreshing fountain of heav- 
enly sweetness which has flowed in the joyful paradise of this vale 
of tears. 

“I greet Thee, O sweet little Son of the Heavenly Father, who 
for love of us didst become obedient and didst live in the greatest 
poverty. 

“I greet Thee, O benign Infant, noblest Son of the royal Virgin, 
who was misunderstood by the world and forced to be born in a cold 
wind-swept stable. 

“I greet Thee, O amiable little Jesus, Thou joy and consolation 
of devout souls, who didst shed so many tears in the crib. 

“I greet Thee, O admirable little Babe, Thou Food of angels, 
and of the elect, who didst suffer hunger and want on earth. 

“I greet Thee, O blessed Christ Child, Thou sweet drink of holy 
souls, who in Thy infancy didst thirst and wast nourished by Thy 
Mother. 

“I greet Thee, O gracious little Jesus, Thou warmth of cold 
hearts, who amidst bitter cold wast laid on the poor straw of the 
manger.” 

Could such a litany of love spring from any but a devout, 
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childlike, glowing heart, captivated by purest love for God? After 
thus pouring forth the bliss and exultation of his soul, the Venerable 
Capuchin Father turns to contemplate the happiness of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary who, at first, full of holy reverence, ventures not to 
touch her Heavenly Child, but who, moved by His infant weeping, 
renders Him the first services with maternal tenderness. “O God of 
heaven!” cries out this saintly priest at the contemplation of this 
picture, “What joy inundated the Heart of Mary at that moment. It 
is cause for wonder that her virginal Heart did not melt from very 
sweetness. She could not refrain from kissing her dear Child again 
and again, embracing Him and pressing Him to her immaculate 
Heart.” 

With joyous emotion, the Venerable servant of God also contem- 
plates the joys of St. Joseph, of the shepherds, of the holy angels. 
Let us with him, in spirit, kneel at the crib and pray: “Before leav- 
ing, I kiss Thy holy hands, O sweet, amiable Infant, and ask Thee 
for Thy blessing. Farewell, my dear little Jesus! My body must 
needs separate from Thee but my heart shall remain ever with Thee. 
Amen.” 





A Joyful Message 


“On earth peace to men of good will” (Luke ii. 14). 





Essence of a Good Will 


MGT is one of the tragedies of this earth that in a deplorable 
® confusion of language just the most beautiful and Chris- 
tian expressions are most often misused and misconstrued. 
There is a false standard which mimics the highest values 
of life and employs the most sublime names for the 
seduction of wretched humanity. Like the glorious word freedom 
and the Divine word love, so, too, the word of the angel on the Holy 
Night, good will, is often applied to things that do not deserve the 
name or the beatitudes connected with it. How often the careless 
and thoughtless world excuses its careless and thoughtless children 
with words such as this: “But they have a good will!” Therefore it 
is necessary for a Christian to know what a good will really is. 


A Bad Will 


It will facilitate the study of a good will if we place it against 
the dark background of a bad will. Bad will is one of the strangest 
factors in the life of the human soul. We wonder and become 
irritated when we see it in others, but behold, we, too, fall victims 
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to its evil influence. There are hours, yes, even days and weeks, 
in which a man actually seems to desire what is absolutely wicked. 
He then not only feels himself drawn toward evil, but deliberately 
gives himself up to it, not like one who, having fought on the field 
of battle, perhaps none too bravely, is captured and taken prisoner, 
but like one who deliberately and maliciously deserts and joins the 
enemy’s ranks. He knows, indeed, and feels that he is doing wrong, 
yet he resists the known truth and willfully persists in impenitence. 
And if he be threatened with the justice of God, he puts it off with 
a grin of presumptuous indifference or a gloomy look of despair. 
He indignantly rejects all admonitions of good friends and the 
inspirations of his good angel. 

Is not this incomprehensible: Man, the child of the Heavenly 
Father, created by the Eternal Good, destined only for the good, 
desires the bad! “Sinning against the Holy Ghost” is what the 
Son of God calls this deplorable condition of the soul, this abomi- 
nable misuse of man’s free will. 

How does such a will gain entrance into the soul of man, one 
may ask. Is it a consequence, the worst consequence of original 
sin? Or does a satanic hand draw the sensitive magnetic needle 
of the will of man away from the pole of eternal blessedness and 
direct it towards the opposite pole of eternal darkness? Holy Scrip- 
ture says of one who was of a bad will: “Satan entered into Judas, 
who was surnamed Iscariot” (Luke xxii. 3). Whatever may be the 
nature and interior mystery of a bad will, we know that in a soul 
in which a bad will prevails, the powers of darkness reign, the 
stars of God have been extinguished, and it is night. “And it was 
night” (John xiii. 30), says Holy Scripture, significantly, in relating 
the deed of Judas. That night was truly not a blessed one. The 
dark night of bad will stands in marked contrast to the clear, starlit, 
holy night of grace. A man dominated by a bad will is far removed 
from every true Christmas night, and who knows whether he will] 
ever live to see one. 

A Weak, Indifferent Will 

There is another evil which opposes the good will, and although 
it is not as diabolical as a pronounced bad will, yet it is sinful and 
undoubtedly causes the destruction of many a soul. There are many 
people who do not indeed desire what is bad, yet neither do they 
desire what is good; they want, so to say, nothing. They simply 
permit themselves to be led like a reed shaken by the wind (Luke 
vii. 24), by the impulse of their inclinations, whether good or bad, 
by the breeze of their good or bad humor, by the influence of their 
good or bad surroundings. 
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And what is still worse, and discloses not only a weak will, but 
really a bad will, is, that if he fall into sin, disgrace and degradation, 
it does not make him very unhappy, nor does he greatly rejoice if 
haply he perform a good deed. He is not ashamed of evil, nor does 
he desire good. Neither does he with St. Peter weep over his sins, 
nor does he with St. Paul rejoice in the Lord. Certainly, not only 
to want what is bad, but to want nothing shows a bad will. It is a 
bad will in a somewhat milder guise, but still it is a bad will. Not 
to love the light means to love the darkness. Therefore the voice 
of Eternal Truth proclaims: “He that is not with Me, is against Me” 
(Luke xi. 23). And in the Apocalypse (iii. 15, 16) our Lord thus 
denounces a weak, indifferent, irresolute will: “I would thou wert 
cold or hot. But because thou art lukewarm and neither cold nor 
hot, I will begin to vomit thee out of My mouth.” 

The man who is governed by this fatal numbness of indifference, 
who wants or does not want the good any more than the bad, whose 
cheek never blushes with shame or whose heart is never swayed by 
a holy desire, or from whose lips no Advent prayer ever ascends to 
heaven — such a one will never experience the joy and peace of 
a blessed Christmas night descending upon him. Do we not now 
understand why Holy Church, the mother of mankind, again and 
again encourages her children to pray: “Ab omni mala voluntate, 
libera nos Domine — From every evil will, deliver us, O Lord”? 


A Good Will 


Now we have an idea, yes, we already know what a good will 
is. If a bad will is joy in doing evil, a good will is joy in doing 
good; if bad will is hatred of all that is good, or at least an indif- 
ference to good, so good will is a holy desire for all that is just and 
noble. Desire for good, yearning for purity, truth, goodness and 
piety, hunger and thirst after God and His justice — this is at least 
the beginning of a good will. The prodigal son, clothed in rags, 
sitting on the ground herding swine, suddenly conceived a horror 
for his present life and a desire to return to his father and his 
father’s house; the sinner Zacheus was suddenly overcome by an 
interior emotion and a powerful desire to be good and noble like 
the celestially pure Jesus; the publican, on account of his sins, was 
so confused that he dared not raise his eyes towards heaven; — 
these were the first emotions of a good will. 

The young Augustine, still in the fetters of his passions, cast 
himself on the ground under the open sky and amid tears bewailed 
the weakness of his will: “How long! Why only tomorrow, and 
ever again, tomorrow!” This was, in spite of its faintness, the 
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awakening of a good will, which was later to accomplish such glori- 
ous deeds for the kingdom of God. 

As for us, if we feel a holy dissatisfaction with our misery, 
if it makes us unhappy to fall again and again, if we rejoice at the 
least good that we do, this too, is the beginning of a good will. 
True, it is inconsiderable, but it is something which the most high 
God will regard. Yes, it is a spectacle before God and His angels 
when a soul, after it has long lain in the dust, rises up, longs for a 
purer light, and her wings, her angel wings, at last begin to stir. 
Longing for good is the true Advent prayer, the true angelic service 
of the soul of man in the Advent of this earthly life. Oh, that the 
voice of this Advent prayer, the sound of this Advent bell, would 
not for a moment be silent within our breast, but would, louder 
and mightier than our earthly interests and desires, ever resound in 
the firmament of our soul! 

Yet the mere desire for good does not suffice. Good desires are 
the beginning of a good will, but not its perfection. A good will 
must go a step farther: It must not only stir and lift its wings, but 
spread them out to a real, though moderate, flight. The mere desire 
says: “I wish;” the good will, however, as its name already signifies, 
does more: it says, “I will!” Desire stammers like one overcome 
with sleep: “I should like to get up, I should like to do the right 
thing — if it were only easier; I should like to be purer, kinder, 
more truthful; I should like to tear myself away from this passion 
and that habit — but, oh, the sacrifice is too great!” And thus 
many a holy desire sinks back into that slumber which is not only 
the brother of death, but death itself. : 

Good will, on the contrary, does not only longingly open its 
eyes, but really tries to raise itself up out of the misery of mortal 
and venial sin. It says its “J will” without restriction and without 
faltering; without “but” or “if only.” It says, rather: “I will the 
good, even though it be difficult, yes, even though it be above my 
strength.” Of course, it says this “I will” not with pomp and osten- 
tation, perhaps not even with very much courage; perhaps it even 
says it like a very sick person, in a scarcely audible whisper, so that 
God barely hears it, so despondent and dejected is it; but still the 
will says it, says it with an upright heart and with confidence in 
God’s powerful grace. 

St. Peter acted thus after his fall. Though blushing for shame, 
he, nevertheless, seriously, honestly and firmly answered to our Lord’s 
question as to whether he loved Him: “Yea, Lord, Thou knowest 
that I love thee!” (John xxi. 15.) Similarly did the sinful publican, 
with a powerful “I will,” renounce his past life: “Behold, Lord, the 
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half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have wronged any man 
of anything, I restore him fourfold” (Luke xix. 8). 

At baptism, we pronounced this holy “I will!” for the first time 
by the mouth of our sponsors; it was the first expression of good will 
in our life. At our First Holy Communion and at confirmation, we 
solemnly repeated this promise: “I will!” and again it was the good 
will that spoke in us. Alas! has this expression of good will perhaps 
been long silent and forgotten? Will not many a one, clinging to 
this or that passion, in spite of the best of will —no, we can only 
say, in spite of the desire — not be able to pronounce this little, yet 
ah, so difficult, “I will!”? Yet, cost what it may, it must be spoken; 
for upon this little word — the expression of good will, depend life 
and death. So long as we will not say this little word, we are held 
for ransom and resemble the unhappy man in the Gospel who was 
ruled by a dumb spirit (Mark ix. 17); we have to fear that God 
will say to us in His wrath as He did when weeping over the obdu- 
rate city of Jerusalem: “How often would I... and thou wouldst 
not!” (Matt. xxiii. 37.) 

As soon, however, as we have spoken this decisive word, the 
bondage is broken and our soul belongs to those happy ones, who 
in the liberty of the children of God, possess a good will. 





Our Lady’s Christmas Gift 





N the famous old church, ‘Our Lady of Peace,” on Schnur 
St., Cologne, is a beautiful image of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary which has been venerated since the days of the 
queen-widow, Mary of Medici. On the 24th of Dec. 17.., 
a widowed mother of almost seventy years knelt before 
this painting and prayed with all the fervor of her grief- 

stricken heart. Her eyes, dimmed by a mist of tears, were fixed on 

the picture of the Holy Mother of God, and with loud sighs she im- 

plored the gracious Queen of Heaven, whose mighty intercession had 

often been experienced when invoked for aid before this image, to 
intercede at the throne of God and avert the calamity which threat- 
ened to deprive her of her only son. 

With the firm confidence that the faithful Virgin would not 
deny her assistance, she finally rose from her low prieu-dieu, 
devoutly signed herself with holy water and walked toward the door. 
Here she was accosted by a plainly dressed gentleman who had 
previously entered the church and who had not only watched her as 
she prayed before our Lady’s image but had also heard the sobs 
which burst forth from her afflicted heart. ‘“‘My good little mother,” 
he said tenderly, laying a sympathetic hand upon her arm, “some 
great grief must be weighing upen you. While you prayed so fervently 
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I could not but feel in my heart: if it were in my power I should 
certainly relieve this devout matron of her heavy burden.” 


“Perhaps I can Help...” 


The old woman turned her tear-stained face and tear-dimmed 
eyes upon the stranger. The tone in which he had spoken was 80 
mild and the eyes now rested so sympathetically upon her pale up- 
turned countenance that she felt tempted to pour forth her sorrow 
into his willing ears. ‘Tell me, my good woman, what is grieving 
you,” he encouraged, “‘perhaps I can help.’ 

The old lady, who at the first moment of hope believed that 
the Mother of God herself had sent this sympathetic stranger for the 
deliverance of her son, suddenly became apprehensive and sadly 
shook her head. “Ah, kind sir,’’ she sighed, “pardon me, but I 
must say in this case: the help of man availeth not. If our dear 
Lord in heaven does not have mercy on us and work a miracle, my 
son, the father of three small children, will be led to execution this 
very day.” After making this disclosure, the matron covered her 
face with both hands and sobbed aloud. 

“‘Your son to be executed?’ exclaimed the stranger in astonishment. 

“Yes, sir, today, the eve of the holy feast of Christmas, he is to 
suffer death, though he is as innocent as a new-born babe.” 

“Of what crime is he convicted, pray?’’ 

“Of murder! My poor William, who would harm no one, not 
even an animal, is accused of having stabbed Gerber Veit at the 
Blaubach, to rob him of his property, a few hundred guilders. We 
lived in the same house with Veit and as the court of justice could 
find no other culprit it was concluded that my son must be the 
murderer.” 

“And he is not?” asked the stranger, raising himself erect, his 
penetrating glance seeming to pierce the woman’s very soul. 

“No, kind sir, as truly as God is in heaven and I hope to attain 
blessedness, he is not,” she rejoined. 

“T believe you,’’ said the stranger, holding out his hand towards 
her, ‘‘for surely a mother like you could not have reared a criminal; 
and as a proof that this is my firm conviction, the help which you 
sought from heaven shall be yours.” These benevolent words fell 
on the mother’s ear like an angel’s message. A few minutes 
elapsed before she could sufficiently compose herself to answer: 
“Ah, your intentions, noble sir, are indeed good, but I fear....”’ 

“Fear nothing,’’ he interrupted; and drawing a wallet from the 
pocket of his wide fur-lined coat he took from it a slip of paper. 
After writing a few lines thereon, he handed it to the woman saying: 
“Here, my good woman, take this to the judges who have condemned 
your son and I vouch for it that you and the members of his family 
will celebrate the joyful feast of Christmas with William.” 


Led to Execution 


Searcely realizing what had happened, yet filled with the joyous 
hope that William was to be set free, she thanked the stranger most 
heartily and promised to repay him for this great favor by fervent 
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prayer. Then she hastened onward bearing the reprieve for her 
only son. As she sped rapidly along, forgetting the burden of her 
years in the joyful anticipation of once more embracing her son, 
her way was suddenly barred by an agitated crowd. When she 
tried to proceed she was told to stand back, as William H..., the 
murderer of Gerber Veit, was being led forth to execution. With a 
ery of anguish and with almost superhuman strength, she forced 
her way through the crowd, until she stood face to face with her 
unhappy son. She cast herself into his arms, and for some time 
the distressed heart of the son beat on the surging bosom of his 
mother. Only when the executioner would put an end to this scene 
did the mother think of the note she had received from the stranger. 
With trembling hand she hastily gave it to the hangmen. From 
a nearby church tower the death knell already sounded for the 
execution and the mass of curious spectators crowded closer around 
the group. 
“You are Free...” 


The executioner read the note.... his face took on an expres- 
sion of greatest astonishment; nothing like this had ever occurred 
during all the long years he had held this unenviable office. To 
convince himself that he had read aright, he once more looked at 
the hastily written words, then turning to the prisoner he said 
with joyful animation: ‘‘You are free....! His royal highness, 
Prince Joseph Klemens of Cologne, has ordered your ‘immediate 
release.’ A gesture on the part of the executioner, and his assis- 
tants immediately removed the chains from the hands of the 
liberated prisoner. 

In a moment the astonishing report of William’s innocence 
spread through the crowd, and enthusiastic applause was becoming 
loud when suddenly a man wild with frenzy rushed through the 
crowd and confronted the executioner. ‘‘Here heaven has spoken!”’ 
he shouted. “Yes, William H... is innocent; not he, but I, killed 
Gerber Veit. Take me to the judge that I may confess my crime 
and that they may deal with me as the law requires.”’ 

William was dazed; he knew not whether he was really awake 
or whether it was all a dream. Then his mother, kissing him on 
the forehead, whispered: ‘Mary, the Mother of God has heard my 
prayer and your innocence has been brought to light. Let us hasten 
to thank her.” 

“But the prince, how did he know of my impending execution?”’ 
asked William. . 

Briefly his mother related what had taken place in the church 
and those near enough to hear passed it on to the others so that 
soon the story of fie liberation was on every lip. Shouts of praise 
for Prince Joseph Klemens resounded and hymns in honor of the 
Blessed Virgin arose from the hearts of hundreds who had gathered 
in the streets. In a moment William and his mother were lifted 
on high and borne in triumph to their home accompanied by the 
jubilant throng. When they passed the church of “Our Lady of 
Peace,”’ the stranger who had given the widow the note, stood, 
unseen by the crowd, watching them. His eyes, brimming with tears 
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of joy, followed them and his heart experienced a bliss it had never 
known before. Later, Prince Joseph Klemens often remarked to his 
friends that the eve of this Christmas was one of the happiest days 
of his life. 

ca + td 

In the house at the Blaubach quiet gradually returned. The 
crowd had dispersed and William was again undisturbed in the circle 
of his loved ones. Suddenly the bells from the numerous towers of 
the city pealed forth, heralding the sacred feast, and as their har- 
monious sound thrilled all hearts with the glad tidings of the 
world’s Redemption, William and his family knelt and from their 
grateful hearts fervent prayers of thanks rose heavenward: ‘Glory 
be to God in the highest!”’’ 

Few hearts were happier than that of the loving mother who 
had confidently implored Mary’s help. Tonight she could clasp her 
son fondly to her bosom as Mary clasped her Divine Infant to her 
maternal Heart. 





The Poor Souls’ Reminder 





T was the first day of the novena for Christmas, 1910. 
Mr. N. had made a note of all his intentions and was 
resolved to recommend them fervently to the amiable 
Christ Child every day. As manifold as these intentions 
were, however, he was still to experience during the fol- 

lowing night that he had entirely overlooked a principal one. The 

great needs of the Church and of the world were drawn up on the 
paper, but alas, the poor souls had been entirely forgotten. He was 
reminded of his forgetfulness in the following manner: — 

During the night between the 17th and 18th of December he 
seemed transported into purgatory. The place was like a large granary, 
at the end of which he saw a human form. On drawing closer he 
recognized in this figure a man of his acquaintance who had died 
twenty-three years before. He greeted him kindly, and as the man 
seemed entirely helpless, he asked if he could assist him. “Yes, in- 
deed,” was the reply, “by prayers and good works the poor souls 
are helped very much.” The poor captive then made known that he 
had been suffering in the place of banishment for twenty-three years 
because during his life he had labored too feverishly for riches and 
had been hard-hearted toward the needy. He further explained that 
although he did not amass his wealth in an unjust manner, yet our 
dear Lord punished avarice severely, and as his parents had been 
wealthy, this fault had been so much the greater. 

Great calm and contentment were noticeable in his bearing, but 
on being asked whether he really suffered much he replied, “Certainly, 
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I suffer much, yet so willingly and gladly that I do not even wish to 
exchange my sufferings. Could I but satisfy my longing to be united 
with our dear Lord!” Mr. N. promised his assistance and wished 
to ratify it by shaking hands, but the sufferer drew back, exclaiming: 
“Do not touch me!” There happened to be a book lying near, which 
he took and handed to Mr. N., who on touching it noticed that the 
place where he had taken hold of it was scorched. 

Mr. N. now inquired of this captive in purgatory about his wife, 
who had preceded her husband in death by eight years — whether 
she, too, were still in purgatory. He answered, “Yes!” but his serene 
countenance seemed to indicate that her hour of deliverance was 
approaching. “And your son, John?” added Mr. N. John had died 
eleven years after his father. In his youth he had first studied law. 
Later, however, as referendary, seeing the dangers to his soul con- 
nected with his office, he gave up his profession and became a priest. 
For many years he was pastor of a poor, scattered parish, where he 
gave all his income, besides considerable private possessions, to the 
needy — just the contrary of his father. After the death of his 
father he had entered the Franciscan Order and was said to have 
been a model religious. 

To this question, the apparition answered with a brightened 
countenance: “Oh, that happy one! When he had been in purgatory 
but two weeks, he was as white... as white...!” It seemed as if he 
could not find the right expression to describe his son’s purity, so 
Mr. N. interrupted him: “As pure as an angel, not so?” — “Oh, yes, 
as an angel, as an angel,” he repeated several times. 

Mr. N. now became still more confidential and asked the suf- 
fering soul if religious had to suffer much in purgatory, and for 
faults like his. To this inquiry no answer was received, yet his 
facial expression indicated that they were severely punished. 

Thereupon the figure vanished and Mr. N. suddenly awoke, his 
heart filled with. inexpressible peace and joy. The colloquy with a 
soul from the other world was ended. But was this incident merely 
an empty, meaningless dream? Mr. N.’s spiritual director, to whom 
he related it immediately, considered it a reality and admonished 
him carefully to record all the details, for it contained many whole- 
some teachings entirely in accord with theology. 

Though this incident deserves only human credence, may it 
encourage us to pray fervently for the poor, forsaken, helpless, and 
finally, exceedingly grateful souls, and, wherever possible, to come 
to their assistance by the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, which is the 
most efficacious means to free them from purgatory. 
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Christmas at the Vatican 
By Msgr. Enrico Pucci 





HE festivities of the Birth of Our Lord bring into the 
house of the common Father of all the faithful, as into 
every Christian home, its smile and the gentle sweetness 
of its memories. The visitor who goes to the Vatican 
on that day finds flags waving near the magnificent bronze 
door perpetually guarded by the Swiss Guards and in the Court of 
St. Damasus; he finds there a group of ecclesiastics, of occupants of 
the Papal Palace, and their relatives from every part ‘of Rome, 

gathered together to listen to the concert.of the Palatine Guards, who 
enliven with glad music that place which is so solemn and memorable 

with its great history and artistic beauty. 

But the papal apartments are closed on that day. The Pope, 
too, consecrates Christmas Day to the sweet intimacy of familiar life; 
audiences are suspended and the doors are opened only to some rare 
visitor who had not arrived in time the day before to sign his name . 
in the register of those who offer to the Holy Father their devoted 
good wishes and homage, and who hasten to bring them before the 
day is over. 





Olden Customs Different 


Not always was the custom what it is today. To the intimacy 
of familiar celebrations for the Pope were added other grand solem- 
nities. On the night before Christmas, Matins were solemnly chanted 
in the Sistine Chapel and at midnight, Mass was celebrated by the 
Cardinal Chamberlain of the Holy Roman Church. In the morning the 
Pope solemnly sang the third Mass in the Vatican Basilica. In more 
ancient times, after the midnight Mass, the Pope blessed the Capello 
and the Stocco (Hat and Sword) which were then carried in pro- 
cession before him when he re-entered his apartment. The Pope 
then sent them as gifts to some Christian prince in recognition of 
worthy services for the Roman Church. On the second and third days 
of the Christmas festivals the Capella Papale, that is solemn Mass, 
was celebrated in the Sistine Chapel in the presence of the Pope, 
the Sacred College of Cardinals and the Papal Court. The Mass was 
sung by two Cardinal Priests. 

Sometimes the usual Christmas solemnities observed by the 
Roman Pontiff were linked with solemn events which had left their 
trace in history, sometimes of glory and joy, sometimes of mourning 
and sorrow. ' 
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Leo III and Charlemagne 


Amongst the most memorable and glorious Christmases was that 
of the year 800. Charlemagne, King of the Franks, who was in Rome, 
had definitely defeated the Lombards and established the sovereignty 
of the Supreme Pontiff in Rome and over the States of the Church 
on an unshaken basis. On that memorable day Pope Leo III went 
with the King to the Vatican Basilica amidst the acclamations of a 
vast and enthusiastic multitude. Arrived at the Tomb of the Prince 
of the Apostles, they both knelt to pray fervently together with all 
the people who had filled the immense temple. Then the Pope stood 
up, took a rich crown of gold and placed it on the head of the King, 
exclaiming: “To August Charles, great and peaceful Emperor of the 
Romans, crowned by God, life and victory!” The clergy and people 
repeated the magnificent acclamation of the Pope three times while 
the King at first was agitated and hesitated to accept such a high 
honor, but afterwards bowed his head and accepted this great honor 
and the formidable duty of renewing the face of the Roman Empire 
called to a new life by an intimate union with the Holy Roman Church. 


Holy Roman Empire Begins 


After the coronation, the Pope anointed the Emperor with holy 
oil and invested him with a Roman imperial mantle with a solemn 
ceremony which was afterwards more than once renewed by other 
Popes with other Emperors. Charlemagne took an oath at that moment 
to protect and defend the Church. Then began the existence of the 
Holy Roman Empire which for almost seven centuries served as arbiter 
of the fate of Europe and of the world. But, the promises made by 
Charlemagne were frequently violated by his successors who, instead 
of being protectors, often regarded the Pope as their subject and 
warred against him and persecuted him. 


Insignia Blessed by Pope 


Often, at the Christmas ceremonies in Rome, emperors, kings, or 
princes were present and then the Pope solemnly blessed at midnight 
Mass the Stocco and Berrettone (Sword and Hat), that is, a precious 
sword and a rich velvet hat adorned with pearls and embroidered 
with the mystic dove symbolizing the Holy Ghost. As the words of 
the ritual make plain, the sword signified that it should be used in 
defense of the Church of God, and the hat that the royal ‘recipients, 
in the exercise of their sovereign power, should be inspired to let 
themselves be guided by the Holy Ghost. 

The first to introduce this custom was Pope Paul I, who sent 
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a blessed sword to Pepin, father of Charlemagne, so that it might 
be used in the defense of the Church. Little by little the benediction 
of the insignia during Christmas Eve became traditional. If no 
Christian prince was in Rome at that moment, the Pope sent the 
insignia through his Legates as gifts to the most worthy sovereigns 
of the Catholic Faith. 

Sometimes, especially when it concerned emperors, and they were 
personally present, the ceremonies assumed a really extraordinary 
solemnity. Very memorable, for instance, was the Christmas night 
of 1468. Pope Paul II was on the throne of St. Peter, and the 
Emperor Frederick III was in Rome. The Pope blessed the Sword 
and Hat, and gave them to the Emperor, who had been present at 
Matins. When the moment came for chanting the Gospel at the 
beginning of the seventh lesson, the Emperor advanced towards the 
papal throne, took the blessed sword, unsheathed it, and waved it 
in the air three times to show himself ready to use it in defense 
of the Gospel. 

Emperor Vested at Mass 

Then he went to the altar, the priests put on him a white tunic, 
the stole from the left shoulder to the right side, as in the case of 
deacons and finally the cope. The ministers wished to fasten the 
sacred vestment not at the chest but on the right shoulder, as proper 
for those not in holy orders. But the Emperor observed that it was 
fitting to his dignity to have the privilege of having the cope fastened 
at the chest as is seen on all imperial crests. He was right, and thus 
clothed, he chanted the Gospel while two equerries at his side held 
the Sword and the Hat. Then he returned to his throne and assisted 
at the Mass sung by the Pope. 

Not less important and significant was the Christmas of 1529. 
The Pope, Clement VII, celebrated it at Bologna, where he had gone 
to meet the Emperor Charles V, to be reconciled to him after the 
sorrowful episode of the Sack of Rome. The Pope and the Sovereign 
together early in the evening went to the papal Basilica of St. Petronius 
and attended Matins. When this was nearly over two Cardinals ad- 
vanced towards the Emperor and invested him with the scarlet tunic 
proper to deacons; over this they placed on him a wide mantle of 
the same color. Then they led him to the feet of the Pope. 

The master of ceremonies drew from its scabbard the blessed 
Sword and handed it to the Pope, who gave it to the Emperor. 
Charles V waved it three times in the air, and then gave it back to 
the master of ceremonies, who sheathed it once more and hung it at 
the Emperor’s side over the diaconal vestment. This was the beginning 
of the reconciliation between Charles V and Clement VII. About 
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two months later the Pope solemnly crowned the Emperor with the 
Corona ferrea, (Iron Crown). As a sign of real, filial obedience to 
the Church, he placed himself and his soldiers at the feet of the Holy 
Father in whom he recognized the right to command him when to 
unsheath and when to sheath the Sword. 


Christmas of Pope Pius XI 


The reigning Pontiff Pius XI has never celebrated midnight 
Mass in the Pauline Chapel, where it is always said by the Bishop 
Sagrista, who is the parish priest of the Sacred Apostolic Palaces, 
in the presence of the families who occupy them, but has continued 
to do what Benedict XV did in the last year of his life. He celebrates 
the three Masses, assisted by the most intimate familiars and in the 
presence of the high Vatican prelates, in the private chapel of his 
apartments with that piety and profound meditation that Pius XI 
shows in every religious act of worship. 

Especially when the Pope is absorbed in his Memento, with 
closed eyes, his hands folded on his breast, it is seen that the “solici- 
tude for all the churches,” as the Apostle Paul said, passes through 
his mind; that his prayers go everywhere like those of the universal 
Father who has children everywhere, innumerable necessities every- 
where for which he must invoke the goodness of the Father in Heaven.. 
“He has many things to pray for,” an American friend of mine said 
to me when we were witnesses of the fervent and collected prayer of 
the Pope. In fact, Pius XI feels this necessity for prayer and he 
continually recommends in public discourses, in private conversations, 
and in messages which he sends especially to the religious communities, 
that they pray for the Pope, for he has more need of prayer than 
anyone else. 


Members of Family Received 


On Christmas Day he receives his relatives, his sister, his brother 
and his brother’s family, his niece Louisa whose marriage to the 
Marquis Persichetti he performed. Even these visits have the solem- 
nity of a papal audience. The Ratti Family is received in the official 
apartment and all wear the dress prescribed for papal audiences. 
Moreover, Pius XI also profits by Christmas Day, free from audience, 
to devote himself more fully to prayer and to personal study of the 
most grave questions submitted to his judgment as Supreme Shepherd 
of the Church. Perhaps on that day his daily walk in the Vatican 
Gardens is a little longer than usual, but for the rest longer prayers 
and more intense study are the characteristics of the Christmas of 
Pius XI. 


























The Blessed Virgin Mary visits her Cousin Elizabeth 
Your Christmas Rose 





1931 has been rich in jubilees. Among those celebrated has been that 
of St. Elizabeth. On November 19th the world recalled the seventh centenary 
of the death of one of the loveliest saints of mediaeval times, “the dear 
Elizabeth,"" who enjoys a world-wide veneration: In conformity to the needs 
of the present time, the German bishops forbade all noisy and expensive 
festivities; nay, even great pilgrimages were not to be a characteristic of this 
jubilee year. 

“For God's sake," exclaimed His Eminence Cardinal Faulhaber, Arch- 
bishop of Munich, “‘let it be a year, not of noisy feasting and extravagant 
celebrations, but a year of charity."" Truly, we could not celebrate this cen- 
tenary more fittingly than by performing some work of mercy in the spirit 
of St. Elizabeth herself. She loved the poor and relieved their sufferings; 
she likewise loved the church of God and gave great alms towards the building 
of churches and monasteries and for beautifying the House of God. 

Let each one of us, as this year is dying, offer a living rose in honor of 
St. Elizabeth. Not for one hundred years will this opportunity be given us 
again of offering a rose for the centenary of “the dear St. Elizabeth."’ She 
would, without fail, obtain blessings from heaven for those who would let 
their gift take the form of an offering for our Adoration Church at Mundelein, 
Illinois. St. Elizabeth loved our Eucharistic Savior most ardently, so ardently 
that it is said when her attendants became cold from kneeling in an unheated 
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Jesus is born in the stable of Bethlehem 


church to which Elizabeth often repaired to pray, she would draw them close 
to her, and the fire of Divine love burning in her own glowing heart would 
actually radiate its heat and dispel the coldness round her. 

Elizabeth herself, when expelled from her castle, was forced to seek 
shelter in a pigsty on Christmas night. In memory of this humiliation and 
the privations which she bore with heroic patience, let us offer our rose of 
charity in the form of a gift for the new dwelling of our Eucharistic God. 
St. Elizabeth will lovingly accept our sacrifice. She will present this living 
rose of charity to the Christ Child, and when “the goodness and kindness 
of God our Savior shall appear’ in the Holy Night, may the smiling Babe 
find our rose of love on the straw of Bethlehem’s manger. 


Life of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

A tribute to Our Lady of the Most Blessed Sacrament is to be embodied 
in the Adoration Church at Mundelein in the form of large mosaic pictures. 
In the November issue of ““Tabernacle and Purgatory"’ we printed thé first of 
the ten pictures, the Presentation of Mary in the Temple, which are to be 
executed in mosaic and to adorn the rave of the new church. This month 
we illustrate three of the series, all of which are appropriate to this season 
of the year: 2. The Annunciation; 3. The Visitation; 4. The Nativity of 
Our Lord. 

These pictures are masterpieces of art as you can readily judge from 
the prints. Those who contribute toward them may with just pride point 
to them some day, saying: “I helped donate that picture."" One gentleman 
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has already pledged the picture of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin as a memorial to his deceased parents. What a beauti- 
ful tribute to the memory of loved departed ones! We shall 
gladly give particulars as to the price of these pictures to those 
interested. 


The Pillars 
In previous issues of our magazine reference was made to 
pillars erected in the Adoration Church, and the saints to whose 
honor they are dedicated. We are always deeply grateful to 


receive further contributions towards these pillars. Explanatory 
leaflets will gladly be sent to those who are interested. 


Suggestions 

Though most of the sanctuary articles have been donated, 
we still have a list of things needed which will gladly be sent 
upon request to those interested. 

Even the least offering — a dime or a dollar — any dona- 
tion according to each one’s means, is most thankfully accepted. 

Those who give less than $10.00 will have their names 
placed in the Altar of Exposition, to remain there as long as 
the shrine of Perpetual Adoration shall stand. 

Those who give an offering of $10.00 will have their 
names, in addition, inscribed in a “Golden Book,” to be kept 
on the altar and sealed on the day of the consecration of the 
Adoration Church. Benefactors, by which we mean those who 
sacrifice a considerable amount, will likewise share in the many 
good works of the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration at 
Clyde, Missouri and its branch houses, as well as in the unceasing 
prayers which they offer day and night before the Most Blessed 
Sacrament exposed. 

WATCH OUR SERIES! Ten mosaic pictures depicting the life 


of the Holy Mother of God are to adorn the nave of the Adoration 
Church of our Lady of the Most Blessed Sacrament, Mundelein, Il. 
The Presentation of the Divine Child in the Temple 
The Child Mary is Presented in the Temple (Nov. page 220) 
The Incarnation of the Word of God (Dec. page 226) 
The Blessed Virgin Mary visits Elizabeth (Dec. page 239) 
Jesus is born in the stable of Bethlehem (Dec. page 240) 
The adoration of the Magi 
The finding of the Child Jesus in the Temple 
Our Risen Savior greets His Blessed Mother 
The Blessed Virgin Mary bids farewell to earth 
The Blessed Virgin Mary is received into heaven 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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‘“‘And He Made Vestments of Scarlet 


and Fine Linen’’ 
(Ex. xxxix. 1) 


“The priests shall be vested with the 


tunic” (Lev. vi. 10). 


“And he made, of violet and purple, 


scarlet and fine linen, the vestments for 
Aaron to wear when he ministered in 
the holy places, as the Lord commanded 
Moses”’ (Ex. xxxix. 1). 


Preceding installments of articles on Holy Mass: — 


1. The Ambassador of Christ, Mar., 1928 24. Hail, Victim Slain! June, 1930 
2. Plea for Pardon, Apr., 1928 25. The Most Acceptable Oblation, July, 
’ nt., 19: 1980 
> adh a 26. When the Angels Intercede, Aug., 1980 
5. God’s Hour of Generosity, Nov., 1928 27. er ge for the Departed, 
6. Heralds Prepare the Way, Dec., 1928 cee 
7. Completeness of the Liturgy, Jan.,1929 28. ‘“Through Him... with Him... in 
8. ‘‘I am the Way,’’ Feb., 1929 Him...’’ Oct., 1980 
9. The Torch of Faith, Mar., 1929 29. The Greatest of Prayers, Nov., 1930 
10. The Spotless Host, Apr., 1929 30. A Solemn Compact, Dec., 1930 
11. Symbol of Forgiveness, Repentance and 31. Supplication for Peace, Jan., 1931 
" "Prayer, May, 1929 82. Behold the Lamb of God! Feb., 1981 
12. Holy Mass — My Sacrifice, June, 1929 33. * ~- Aye I Give Unto You.’’ Mar., 
= pow pron hcn pag Bary y 84. The Bread of Heaven, Apr., 1931 


. Prayers before the ‘‘Great Wonder,’’ 





. ‘*May the Body of our Lord Jesus 


Christ Preserve Thy Soul Unto Life 


Sept., 1929 
R h rock . Everlasting,’’ May, 1931 
. mone F » Oct, 36. The Eucharistic Banquet, June, 1931 
17. ‘‘Fellow-citizens with the Ssints,’’ 37- a a and Inward Graces, 
Nov., 1929 ° oe ia 
18. Behold, the Lord is Nigh, Dec., 1929 O0, a Beth Deo Gratias,’’ Aug., 
19. ‘‘This is My Body!’’ Jan., 1930 m 
20. ‘This is My Blood!’’ Feb., 1930 39. Mey 8 Re: ee: Fee 
21. O Wonder of Wonders! Mar., 1930 a ” 
22. ‘‘My Lord and My God!’ April, 1930  *% ““Thus You Shall Make It,’ Oct., 
23. The Heart of the Mass, May, 1930 4 _ 
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The Vestments of Holy Mass 


a) ROM the commands of God given to Moses we may reason- 
ably conclude the will of God with regard to the use 
of sacred vestments under the New Law. The priests 
of the Old Law were commanded by God to wear special 


vestments in the discharge of the sacred functions. With 


greater reason should not the priests of the New Law 








make use of special vestments, particularly when offering the holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, when it is remembered that the sacrifice of the 
Old Law were merely types and figures of the one Sacrifice of the 
New Law, and received all their virtue and efficacy from the Victim 
of Calvary, who is therein immolated anew upon the altars. 
Ecclesiastical writers tell us that nothing positive is known con- 
cerning the vestments worn by the Apostles and their priestly successors 
in the performance of the Eucharistic Service during the first days 
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of the Christian dispensation. The Council of Trent, however, declares 
that the use of vestments in the Holy Church rests on ‘Apostolic 
prescription and tradition.’ This may be explained as follows: These 
vestments have not been copied or taken from the Jews or pagans. 
They were the ordinary costume of the people who lived in the time 
of Christ and the Apostles. Formerly men wore long, loose garments 
reaching to the ankles and fastened about the waist with a cincture 
or girdle. The Apostles and priests in the early days wore this 
style of garment for everyday use, but while performing the Divine 
service, as might be expected, they would lay aside their ordinary 
apparel and put on garments of the same style but of better material. 
Gradually these garments were enriched with costly ornamentations, 
and in the course of time their style changed until the vestments 
became as we see them today. Before use, these vestments are blessed 
either by the bishop or the priest, who thus dedicates them to God’s 
direct service. They signify the office and duty of the priest as well 
as the sentiments which should animate his heart while performing 
the sacred functions. 

The sacred vestments which the priest wears for Holy Mass are: — 


The Amice 

The word ‘amice’ is derived from the Latin amicire, to put on a 
garment, or to cover. According to all authors, it was introduced as 
an ecclesiastical vestment in the eighth century to cover the neck, 
which until that period was usually bare. 

In the tenth century it was sometimes called the ‘Superhumerale’ 
which would imply that it belonged more to the shoulders than to 
the neck. 

The amice is an oblong piece of fine linen which the priest puts 
on first to cover the head, then the neck, and then spreads it over 
the shoulders under the alb. Formerly it was worn as a hood until 
the priest arrived at the altar, when it was lowered and thrown back 
over his shoulders. This custom is still retained by the Benedictines, 
Dominicans and Capuchins. 

The amice should be made of pure, fine linen, oblong in shape, 
measuring thirty-six inches by twenty-five inches. It should have a 
small cross stitched in the centre upon its upper edge, and strings 
sewn or fastened at each end, sufficiently long to cross over the breast 
and encircle the body. This vestment (because it was originally used 
to cover the head), signifies the recollection that should characterize 
the priest in speech and sight. Hence, even today, at the ordination 
of a subdeacon, this vestment is first placed, not on the neck, but on 
the head of the ordained, and the bishop pronounces the words, ‘‘Re- 
ceive this garment, whereby restraint of the tongue is signified.” 

When the priest puts on this vestment before Holy Mass he first 
lets it touch his head, and prays: ‘‘Place, O Lord, upon my head the 
helmet of salvation, that I may overcome the attacks of Satan.” 
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The name ‘alb’ is derived from the Latin word albus, white. The 
alb was adopted into the liturgical service in the first ages of Christian- 
ity when it was a robe worn in ordinary life. Its form has always 
been a wide linen garment covering the whole body and reaching to the 
feet. As linen receives its brilliant whiteness only through hard labor, 
the spotless alb indicates that purity of heart is obtained and preserved 
only by earnest labor and mortification. 

The alb represents the humanity of Jesus Christ, in whose place 
the priest approaches the altar. It was in such a garb that the Son 
of God appeared to St. John (Apoc. i. 13): “In the midst of the seven 
golden candlesticks I saw one like to the Son of man, clothed with a 
garment down to the feet, and girt about the loins with a golden 
girdle.” This vestment signifies the stainless internal justice that 
ought to adorn the priest who immolates the spotless Lamb upon the 
altar. Therefore the priest, while putting on the alb, prays: ‘““Make 
my soul white, O Lord, and my heart clean, that, purified in the Blood 


of the Lamb, I may enjoy eternal delights.” 
To be continued. 





Christmas Cards True to Their Name 

Greeting cards are to a great extent replacing the exchange of 
gifts to convey the sentiments of Christmas. During recent years, 
designers have bestowed painstaking care on the production of attrac- 
tive cards and have indeed succeeded in bringing this art to perfection. 
Yet, in their choice of subjects they too often deviate from the true 
spirit of the feast and express instead an art and a sentiment which 
wholly lacks the genuine Christmas spirit. However, we are happy to 
offer to our friends a collection of Christmas and New Year greeting 
ecards which are truly Catholic both in design and text. They are 
tinted in delicate colors, with appropriate verses, and portray the joy 
which the Infant Savior brought to earth. 


Sets of 12 cards, each of different design, with envelopes, only 75¢. 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





For Advent and Christmas 

Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus Contains: nine 
days’ devotions to the Divine Infant; devotion of the mysteries 
of the Holy Childhood; litany, aspirations, prayers. , 

A reader writes: ‘“‘Not only grown-ups are drawn to your beauti- 
ful booklets but children as well. It will rejoice your hearts to hear 
that the largest church here used your beautiful booklet ‘Little De- 
votions to the Holy Infant Jesus’ for their public novena.”’ 

From Los Angeles: ‘ ‘Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus’ 
contains so many beautiful supplications and prayers that I am sure 
they will prove lasting Christmas gifts to the recipients.” 

5¢ each; reduction for quantities; postage extra. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Christmas in Your Jfome 


Too often the Babe in the Manger is a 
stranger to the festivities of Christmas. In their 
enthusiasm over the outward celebration of the 
feast, even Catholics sometimes forget its true 
significance. Not long ago a little girl eight 
years old, reared in a Catholic home, expressed 
the greatest surprise on learning that Christmas 
is Jesus’ birthday. To her, as to many other 
boys and girls, it had no deeper meaning than 
the coming of Santa Claus to distribute gifts. 

Let the celebration of Christmas in your 
home breathe the holy spirit of Bethlehem’s 
lowly grotto and the interior peace and joy of 
our Savior’s coming announced by the angels. One of our beautiful 
folding cribs will form a delightful centre for the celebration of your 
Christmas in this spirit, and as you gather your family around it their 
hearts will glow with joy as it vividly recalls the scene of the first 
Christmas night. 

Cribs are made of durable cardboard, in attractive colors, and 
can be set up anywhere without support. An especially attractive 
feature is the little window in the back, of red isinglass, which lights 
up the interior with a crimson glow when a lighted candle is placed 
behind it. Price, 60¢ each. Very suitable for gifts or for charitable 
distribution. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








A Gift that Never Grows Old 


Where are the Christmas gifts you received last year? Have 
they not for the most part been worn out by use or discarded because 
they have grown a bit old fashioned? Prove yourself a discrimi- 
nating purchaser by presenting gifts which do not grow old, which 
do not lose their appeal, but rather endear themselves ever more 
to the recipient as time passes. Such a gift would be a year’s sub- 
scription to our Eucharistic magazine, ‘“‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.”’ 
Its reappearance each month will keep your gift ever new, and 
each issue will bring with it new inspirations and consolations — 
gifts which are above every treasure that earth can bestow. With 
its content you yourself, dear reader, are familiar, and we trust 
that it has already inspired you with greater love for our Eucha- 
ristic Lord and a desire to make Him better known and loved by 
propagating this magazine. 

A greeting card announcing the gift will be enclosed with the 
Christmas number, if desired, and mailed as near the feast as possible. 

Subscription, $1.00 a year; for Canada, Ireland and England, 
$1.25. When ordering, kindly mention whether English or German 
edition is desired. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Our Lady of Guadalupe 





ATIONS, like individuals, have their likes and their 
dislikes. Whether the object of this national affection 
be a tradition made sacred by the memory of forefathers, 
1 Sala or the name of one whose devotedness has brought honor 
to the land, or a custom which has made itself part of 
the life of the people, its mere mention is sufficient to bring a 
gleam to the eye and a thrill of joy to the heart of every native 
son and daughter. Such, to the devout Catholics of Mexico, is the 
devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe. During the four centuries 
which have succeeded the apparition of the Blessed Virgin to an 
Indian native on the cliff of Tapiac, this benign Mother has so 
endeared herself to her Mexican children under the title of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe that the shrine erected in her honor on the spot 
of the apparition has become a place of nation-wide pilgrimage, the 
center of the affectionate devotion of the entire Catholic population. 
December, 1931, will mark the fourth centenary of this apparition. 
For years, yes, for decades, fervent Catholics of Mexico have been 
anticipating this anniversary with joyful expectation, and have planned 
to celebrate it with all possible solemnity. Many of their plans, 
however, will have to be abandoned on account of the unhappy 
conditions still existing in Mexico, yet there will be many demon- 
strations, both religious and national, in commemoration of this 
jubilee during the great national celebration to be held from December 
Sth to 10th. Members of the hierarchy and of the faithful from 
the Americas, particularly from the United States, are expected to 
participate. During this centenary year, many special pilgrimages 
have been visiting the shrine, one of the largest of which was perhaps 
that from the archdiocese of Morelia, State of Michoacan, numbering 
ten thousand persons. 


Origin of Devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe 


On December 9, 1531, a Mexican Indian named Juan Diego 
was hastening at day-break to the Franciscan Church of Tlateloco to 
assist at Holy Mass and receive religious instruction. His way led 
over a rugged hill not far from the City of Mexico—a barren, 
rocky eminence, destitute of vegetation save a few cactus plants and 
‘stunted shrubs. As he started to climb the slope, strains of heavenly 
music fell on his ears, and looking upwards, he beheld an arc of 
brilliant light which clothed the rocks and brambles with a hundred 
changing hues. 

In the midst of this radiance, Juan beheld a lady of surpassing 
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Our Lady of Guadalupe 


This is a splendid reproduction of the miraculous painting which 
has remained intact for four hundred years. Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
Mother of Pity, comfort thy persecuted children of Mexico! 
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beauty, who in kindly accents bade him approach. Her garments 
shone like the sun, and in the reflected radiance the rocks on the rugged 
hillside seemed transformed into precious stones. The leaves of the 
cactus were as clusters of fine emeralds, with thorns and branches 
of purest gold, and the very soil seemed changed to varicolored 
jasper. In an affable tone, the lady addressed her humble client in 
his own tongue: “Know, my son, my much beloved, that I am the 
ever Virgin Mary, the Mother of the true God, the Author of life, 
who has created and sustains all things. It is my will that in this 
place there be built in my honor a temple, in which I will show forth 
all my goodness and love, for I am the mother of clemency, and 
to thee, and such as thee, and to all who love me and confidently 
invoke my name, who call on me in their labors and afflictions, I 
shall show forth that clemency.” She then directed Juan to go to 
the Bishop in Mexico City and report to him what he had seen and 
heard and make known to him her wishes. 

Juan hastened to obey, but, as was to be expected, the Bishop 
gave little heed to his narrative, thinking it to be an illusion or 
even a deception of the Evil One. Disheartened, Juan returned to 
the place where the Blessed Virgin had appeared, and found her 
waiting for him. With deep humility he informed her of his failure. 
With loving kindness, the Blessed Mother bade him return again to 
the Bishop on the following day and repeat the request, and to say 
that it was the Virgin Mary who had sent him. 

This time the Bishop listened with greater attention. He ques- 
tioned Juan closely concerning the circumstances of the apparition 
and told him to return and ask the lady for a sign by which it 
might be proved that the message was from the Mother of God. 

Again Juan found the Blessed Mother awaiting his return, and 
as before, knelt at her feet and repeated what the Bishop had said. 
With great tenderness Our Lady bade him come to her the following 
day, when she would give him the sign the Bishop had asked. 
However, Juan was unable to return until two days later because of 
the dangerous illness of his uncle. Once more he found the gracious 
Virgin awaiting him. After telling him that his uncle was now cured, 
she bade him go to the top of the hill and gather the roses growing 
there and bring them to her in his mantle. Without a word, Juan 
obeyed, though he knew that flowers never grew on that barren spot 
and that December was not the time for roses. Yet when he reached 
the summit his eyes fell on a beautiful rose-tree laden with fresh, 
fragrant blossoms. Filling his tilma with the roses, he hastened back 
to the Virgin Mary, and humbling himself before her, presented 
them to her. Our Lady gathered them up in her pure hands, and 
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then letting them drop back into the mantle bade him take them to 
the Bishop as the sign for which he had asked. 

Joyfully Juan hastened toward the city, carrying his precious 
burden with the greatest care. After some difficulty with the servants, 
he was finally admitted into the Bishop’s presence, and falling on 
his knees, delivered his: message. Then, slowly and reverently un- 
folding his tilma, he displayed the roses, and lo! in addition the 
glorious figure of the Blessed Virgin herself was found imprinted on 
the mantle. With reverent hands the Bishop gathered up the roses, 
which all acknowledged to be miraculous. Then he carried the 
miraculous picture to his oratory, where, together with his whole 
household, he gave thanks to God and His Blessed Mother for the 
wondrous favor which they had been privileged to witness. 

When Juan returned home he found that his uncle had truly 
been cured, and that the Blessed Virgin had also appeared to him 
and told him of her desire to have a church erected in her honor. 
She had likewise expressed the wish that the picture be called “Holy 
Mary of Guadalupe,” but gave no reason for its being so called. 

Steps were immediately taken to carry out the command of the 
Blessed Virgin, and by Christmas of the same year a temporary 
chapel had been erected on the spot of the apparition. On the feast 
of St. Stephen the sacred image was borne in solemn procession to 
this chapel, amid the singing of joyful canticles to God and His 
Blessed Mother and the exultation of the natives, who repeated again 
and again the triumphant refrain: “The Virgin is one of us, the 
Indians! Our clean Mother! Our sovereign Lady! The Virgin is 
one of us!” 

The Miraculous Picture 

In this picture (life sized) the Blessed Virgin appears as a 
young Indian maiden of about fifteen years, having the brown com- 
plexion of a Mexican, with a delicate flush on her cheeks. Her 
hair and eyebrows are of a raven blackness and her eyes are modestly 
lowered over her prominent cheek bones. The whole face bears an 
expression of indescribable meekness, modesty, dignity and sweetness, 
worthy in every way of the Christian conception of the Mother of 
God. She inclines a little toward the right and her head is bent as 
if listening to the prayers of her suppliants. Her delicate hands are 
folded before her breast, and her feet, only partly visible, rest upon 
a crescent moon which is supported by a cherub with an infant 
face of surpassing sweetness. The entire figure is surrounded by an 
aureole of gold, whose rays reach out into the clouds which form the 
back-ground of the picture. This picture may be taken as representing 
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the Immaculate Conception, being the figure of a woman clothed 
with the sun, with the moon beneath her feet, though she is not 
crowned with stars as described in the Apocalypse. 

The Blessed Virgin’s dress is rose-colored, and of so delicate a 
design that it excites the admiration of all beholders. It is clasped 
at the throat with a golden medallion which bears the figure of a 
cross. It is covered all over with a network of golden flowers of a 
strange design, with the singular feature that the thin line of gold 
shows none of the inequalities visible in the weave of the cloth. 
It is as if the threads in those parts of the fabric were of gold, of 
so singular a lustre and of such extreme sensitiveness to lights and 
shadows that it has been found impossible of reproduction by the 
most skilled artificers in that metal. The other designs of the tunic 
are of so delicate and complicated a nature that no artist has ever 
attempted to reproduce them in the many copies which have been 
made of the venerated painting. A bluish green mantle envelops the 
Virgin’s graceful form, and its azure folds are adorned with small 
golden stars. 

The picture has been pronounced without a peer in the history 
of art. It stands in a class all by itself. Measured by every standard 
of artistic excellence, it fulfills the expectations of all those who see 
in it a miracle wrought by the hands of the Immaculate Mother 
of God. 


Wonders of the Picture 


The fabric on which the picture appears is of a coarse texture, 
of a grayish brown color, somewhat similar to the ordinary open 
sacking with which we are familiar, only of a much thinner texture, 
and would, from a human standpoint, be considered most unsuitable 
for the production of a picture. It is composed of two equal pieces, 
sewed together with a very delicate cotton thread, yet this fragile 
thread has sustained, for four centuries, the weight of the two pieces 
which it holds together. The preservation of the tilma itself is also 
a great wonder, for even strong textures and skins, though carefully 
kept from contact with the very air, could not be preserved in that 
climate whose ravages are fatal even to many varieties of wood, 
metal and stone. The laying on of the colors baffles the most skilled 
artists, and what they marvel at particularly is the apparent combi- 
nation of four different kinds of painting in the same figure. The 
enduring freshness of the colors is an additional wonder, which still 
retain a delicacy of tint and a freshness which no painting of similar 
antiquity can equal. 
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The Church’s Approval of the Devotion 

The Holy See subjected the whole matter to the most rigorous 
scrutiny. Commission after commission was appointed to examine 
into all the facts bearing upon the apparition and the miraculous 
character of the sacred painting. A committee of artists examined 
the picture in 1666 and affirmed under oath that it would be humanly 
impossible for any artificer to paint or produce a thing so excellent 
on a cloth as coarse as the tilma on which this picture appears; 
that having employed all the diligence to which they were bound 
in conformity with their art, they were not able to discover in the 
holy picture anything that is not mysterious and miraculous, and 
that no other but God could effect so beautiful a production. Other 
commissions of painters expressed themselves similarly. 

Satisfied with the results of its investigation, the Church finally 
set its seal of approval upon the veneration paid to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe by the people of Mexico, as well as by the faithful 
throughout the world, and December 12th was set apart as the day 
on which her feast should be celebrated annually. Nineteen popes 
have in one way or another favored the devotion to Our Lady under 
this title. Pope Benedict XIV in 1754 declared the feast a holy 
day of obligation for Mexico, with an octave, and caused a special 
Mass and office to be composed. Leo XIII enriched this office with 
special additions on the petition of the Mexican hierarchy, and at 
his instance the sacred image was crowned with a diadem of gold 
on October 12, 1895, amid great solemnity and rejoicing. Finally, 
in 1910, upon the urgent demand of many prelates, Pope Pius X 
proclaimed Our Lady of Guadalupe the patroness of all the republics 
which speak the Spanish language — a supreme homage which placed 
more than fifteen nations under the standard of Mary. He also 
granted indulgences which may be gained in any part of the world 
for prayer before a copy of the picture. 


_ The Shrine 


The present church of Our Lady of Guadalupe was erected in 
the early 18th century at a cost of nearly a million dollars, besides 
the large amount of material freely contributed and the free labor 
of thousands of pious workmen. Its erection and ornamentation 
occupied the greater part of fourteen years. In 1725, Pope Benedict 
XIII raised the shrine to the dignity of a collegiate church, and 
under Benedict XIV it was made a basilica. The church is semi- 
Moorish style of architecture, and with the exception of the great 
cathedral of Mexico, it is the noblest ecclesiastical structure on the 
North American continent. From far and near, devout pilgrims 








256 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


wend their way to this favored spot to invoke the aid of our gracious 
Lady, who has faithfully kept her promise to the humble Juan Diego 
that she would show forth her clemency to all who should call upon 
her in their labors and afflictions. The miracles which have been 
wrought through her intercession would fill volumes, and ex-votos 
attesting miraculous cures have multiplied in the sanctuary where 
her venerated image hangs. 

Worthy of our admiration and imitation is this fervent, child- 
like devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary which glows with such 
warmth in the hearts of Mexican Catholics. Our own country has 
likewise chosen this Immaculate Virgin for its special patroness, so 
let us, too, surround her altars with love-glowing hearts and implore 
her gracious assistance in all our necessities, confident that beneath 
her protecting mantle we as well as our beloved country shall be 
blessed and sanctified. 





“The Light Shineth in Darkness...’’ 





On Christmas night, the brightness of eternal light broke in upon 
the darkness of our sin-stained earth and enkindled in the hearts of 
men the glowing fire of new faith, new hope, and new love. Holy 
Church has adopted the burning of lights in her ceremonies as symbols 
of these holy virtues — yes, as symbols of the Author of Light who 
then abased Himself and assumed our human nature. Oh, let us sur- 
round His tabernacle crib with these glowing symbols of our faith, 
hope and love during this holy Christmastide, to make amends for the 
coldness with which He was received when He came to earth, and 
which He still experiences in the Sacrament of His love. He will 
accept these offerings with the same loving condescension with which 
He accepted the gifts of the shepherds and the Magi, and will in 
return bestow the blessings of which we are so much in need. 

Many candles burn constantly before the Blessed Sacrament ex- 
posed in our Adoration Chapels both at Clyde and Mundelein. For an 
alms of 50¢, a large wax candle will be burned for a day and a night 
according to your intention; for $3.50, one week, and for $12.00, an 
entire month. Present your petitions to the Infant Savior in the 
form of a burning candle. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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“Rejoice, for He Shall Come!’’— A Joyful Message — Our Lady’s 
Christmas Gift — The Poor Souls’ Reminder — Your Christmas Rose— 
“And He Made Vestments of Scarlet and Fine Linen’ — Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. 
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For December — Select Christmas Gifts 


When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed 
with the Bridgetine, Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences. 








Sterling silver beads and chain. Length 16 in. $5.00 
Medium oval cocoa beads on sterling silver chain with cross and 
center connection of silver. Length, 20 in. ........................ 3.00 


A strong rosary made of Irish Horn on steel chain. Length 2lin. 1.00 
Medium oval cocoa beads on securely fastened silver-plated 

chain with nickel-bound cross. Length, 18 in. .................. 1.00 
Oval Mother of Pearl beads on white metal chain. An attractive 

pair of beads, suitable for any occasion. Length, 17 in., 

with a 1% in. cross 1.00 
Cocoa beads on strong steel chain with nickel-bound cross. One 

link between beads. Length, 23 in.,; 45¢. Without chain be- 

tween beads, 40¢. Smaller beads with one link between 

beads. Length, 19 in. and a 1% nickel-bound cross .......... -40 
Oval cocoa beads, a handy size which pleases all. Length, 17 in. .35 


Special Hand-made Rosaries, Very Strong and Durable 


Imitation of precious stone beads on heavy sterling silver chain 
with sterling silver cross and center connection. Colors: 
light blue, light pink or light green. Or: Imitation Mother- 











of-pearl beads. Colors: pink, agate or cream .................... $4.00 
Same beads on lighter chain 2.00 
Oval cocoa beads on heavy German-silver chain with 2 in. ebony 

crucifix 1.75 
Round cocoa beads on German-silver chain, length 19 in. ........ 1.25 


With chain between beads, length 23 in., with 2 in. crucifix 1.50 





CRUCIFIXES 
8 in. Rosewood standing crucifix with bronze corpus ...............- $2.25 
7% in. Ebony hanging crucifix, oxidized corpus, beveled edges 1.50 
5 in. nickel-bound crucifix, 50¢. Same, 4 in. .40 





When remittance accompanies order, Crucifixes will be enriched 
with the Papal indulgences, the indulgences of the stations and of 
the dying. 





Prayer-books 


Golden Links. Size 2% x 4% in. 347 pages. Small print. Bindings: 
White celluloid, colored picture on cover, gilt edge, $1.50. Same 
in white leather, $1.00: Black leather, red edge, 80¢. 

Joy in God. ‘Vest Pocket Manual.” Small print, black binding, 
gilt edge, 90¢. 

Golden Book. Size 3% x 5% in. A complete prayer book of the 
Blessed Virgin, with Bl. De Mon.fort’s treatise on “True De- 
votion to Mary.’ Pin American Morocco, red under gold edge, 
$1.75. American Morocco, red edge, $1.25. Imitation leather, 
red edge, 75¢. Cloth, red edge, 60¢. Everybody loves this book. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


What a tender picture 
the Evangelist draws for 
us when he relates how 
at eventide little chil- 
dren gathered about our 
Lord and He received 
them lovingly, caressing 
them and laying His 
hands upon their heads 
in blessing, and rebuking 
those who would have 
prevented them. Now, 
too, in His hidden Eu- 
charistic life He delights 
to have the little ones 
about Him, to perform 
their simple devotions 
and lisp their childish 
prayers. A saintly priest 
who shared the Master’s 
love for children and 
understood well what 
passes between His Heart 
and theirs, compiled a 
prayer-book just for the 

‘‘Suffer the little Children to come little ones and called it: 

unto Me...’’ (Mark x. 14). Jesus in the Hearts of 

Little Children. 

The prayers are simple and easy to understand, so that beginners at 

school can readily grasp them, and yet they will appeal just as strongly 

to the child already advanced in the grades. In its 160 pages are 

contained two Mass devotions, prayers, devotions for Confession and 

Holy Communion, Benediction, the Stations, litanies, visits to the Most 

Blessed Sacrament, and, what the children like best of all, 28 beautiful 

pictures. What lovelier Christmas gift could you select for little ones 

than one of these prayer books? And what could at the same time be 

more pleasing to the Infant Jesus than to have His love thus early 
implanted in their hearts? 














Indiana: “My little girl had one and lost it and she just cannot 
do without one. The Sister at school said it was the nicest book for 
children she ever read.” 


Books are bound attractively and come in different colors and 
prices, as follows: — 

BLACK Pin American Seal, Morocco grain leather, red under gold edges, round 
corners, stamped in genuine gold on front, 75 cts. 


WHITE seal grain imitation leather, red under gold edges, round corners stamped 
in gold on front, 75 cts. 


Black, white, blue or rose cloth, round corners, stamped in imitation gold on 
front, 50 cts. 


Black, white, blue or red flexible cloth, cut flush, round corners, 30 cts. 


Please state kind and color desired. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











